TEMPLE CHIMES
XV His Grace
Innumerable are my resolutions.
Ah ! All are vain ! All are vain !
No useful purpose is achieved by them.
I think of walking on the path of renunciation ;
But, when thoughts of greed and covetousness approach me,
I listen to their evil council and fall an easy victim to them.
I think of doing something noble and great;
But, when sloth, indifference and sleepiness lay their hands  on  me,   I
embrace them with all   the fondness of  a lover and   I forget my
obligations to Thee and Thy children. I  think of punishing my  body, which drags me down to the mire of
self-indulgence.
I get nervous and excited. My fondness for life rebukes me. Ah ! I love my body and its senses more than the Dweller in my body
and in my senses. Ah ! I forget that is the Dweller in the body and the    senses   that   fills
them with life, light and beauty. I think of running away from the many corrupting distractions of this
world and establishing myself in Thee ; But, I find the distance between such a pious wish and its realisation is
too great for me.
It is true I am wayward. I know no stability of mind. Nevertheless, I have no other source of help but Thy sinless feet. It is only Thy grace that can set me free from the net of many desires
and illusions. It is only Thy grace that can help me to conquer the thoughts of greed
and covetousness. It is only Thy grace that can help me live a noble and strenuous unselfish
life dedicated to Thee and Thy children. It is only by Thy grace that I can treat this body as a living temple of
Thine. It is only  by Thy grace   that I can find Thee here, and now, in  this
world of many distractions. It is only by Thy grace that I can set Thee on the lotus throne of aI                          That which is self-existent,
